RESPONDING TO THE NEWS: 

CURRENT EVENT PRESENTATIONS
THE ASSIGNMENT

1. Sign up in advance for a current events news presentation
2. Locate a newspaper or magazine article or a video clip about an issue that relates to either American history or is about a current American news event.  The article should have a significant connection to the course (Paris Hilton getting arrested again is not significant to the course!).  Be sure to record all of the source information for where you found your news item.
3. Analyze the article for its topic, background, evidence, and bias.  Create higher order type questions to ask the class at the conclusion of your presentation (see the Bloom’s Taxonomy questioning handout).
4. Conference with the teacher about your choice of topic and proposed questions during the week before your presentation.
5. Presentations will need to include the following:

· An introduction to the topic.

· A brief explanation of the background needed to properly understand  the current event 

· A visual component (video or computer clip, photograph, map, etc.). Avoid simply reading the article.
· The biases you found in the story.

· A summary of why this topic is newsworthy.
· Questions to ask the class in order to spark a discussion.
· Concluding remarks- could include your opinion or thoughts here.
SEE THE WIKI PAGE FOR NEWS SOURCE SUGGESTIONS

