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The Turning Point

	Key Term
	Explanation

	Grieson’s Raid distracted Confederates
	· Gen. Grant planned to attack Vicksburg from the South so he ordered Benjamin Grieson to distract the Confederate forces
· Grieson took 1700 troops on a calvary raid, traveling 600 miles in 2 weeks, destroying railroads & depots

	The Siege of Vicksburg
	· May 1863, Grant’s first two assaults on the city failed
· Grant put it under siege to cut off food & supplies with bombardment until they surrendered
· July 4, 1863, Confederate commander at Vicksburg surrendered, splitting Confederacy into two

	Gen. McCellon replaced
	· Lincoln fired Gen. McCellon after he let Confederate army slip away from Antietam
· Lincoln replaced him with Gen. Burnside, ordering him to push south

	Battle of Fredericksburg 
	· Union Gen. Burnside ordered assault on Fredericksburg, VA but suffered 12,000 casualties
· Union defeat made Lincoln replace Burnside with Gen. Hooker

	Battle of Chancellorsville
	· Union Gen. Hooker attempted to attack Gen. Lee’s Confederate Army from two sides & with twice the number of troops
· Gen. Lee divided his Confederate troops & forced the Union Army to retreat

	Battle of Gettysburg
	· Gen. Lee led his Confederate Army into Gettysburg, Pennsylvania to reinforce supplies
· July 2, 1863, Gen. Meade took his Union Army to intercept Lee
· Union troops occupied the high ground south of the town & the Confederates took position on a ridge facing the Union line
· On July 3, Lee ordered 15,000 men under Gen. Pickett to make an infantry charge to break through Union lines
· This became known as Pickett’s Charge as Confederate troops suffered 7,000 casualties in the first half-hour of the charge
· Union forces held their ground & forced a Confederate retreat
· The Union victory turned the tide of the war in favour of the North

	Gettysburg Address
	· In Nov. 1863, Lincoln went to Gettysburg to dedicate a National Soldier’s Cemetery to honour the sacrifices made on the battlefield
· It is one of the most powerful & moving speeches in American history that caught the meaning of battle, its sacrifices, equality in men, & Union goals

	Geographical Importance of Chattanooga
	· A very important railway junction that would allow the Union Army to advance to Georgia

	Battle of Chickamauga
	· Union troops took Chattanooga in the summer of 1863 and marched towards Chickamauga, GA where they met Confederate troops
· The Confederates forced them to retreat back to Chattanooga where the Union Army found themselves surrounded

	Battle of Chattanooga
	· Lincoln sent 20,000 troops & supplies 1200 miles on trains with Gen. Grant to attack Confederate positions at Lookout Mtn. in Chattanooga
· The Union forced the Confederate troops off the mountain where they reassembled on Missionary Ridge
· Union Gen. Grant ordered Gen. Sherman to attack the ridge from the north while Gen. Thomas attacked from the front of the ridge
· The Union Army took the ridge

	Grant becomes General in Chief
	· Grant was promoted to general in chief of the Union forces in 1864 after his victories of capturing Vicksburg, Chattanooga, and the Mississippi River



